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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Church Council has approved moving the

Annual Meeting  scheduled  for Sunday, January
25th,  to Sunday, February 1 , following the worshipst

service.
Details of what will be discussed and voted on

were given in a letter that was sent out to members.

Lent starts with Ash Wednesday on February 18
and, as has become traditional for the Covenant
Churches, our observance with start at the 1st

Christian Church with a light meal at 5 pm and then
a worship service starting at 6 pm.

COUNCIL INSTALLATION WAS JAN. 4
Photo by: Verna Steinkamp

Thank you to the members who served on the
Council last year and those who will serve in 2015.

David Stedelin, Jim & Susan White, Greg & Judy
Reichenbacher, Cathy Chontofalsky & Edie Ruez.

 CHRISTKINDLMARKT PROFIT RESULTS
Reporter: Verna Steinkamp, Coordinator

The results  are in regarding  the  amount of
money generated from our fourth Christkindlmarkt
held  December 13 in our Fellowship Hall.  The event
can again be considered a success inasmuch as the
amount of $869.35 was put into the general fund of
the church.  We were disappointed in the attendance
this year but feel we had quite a bit of competition
from other events in the area that day.  The following
shows profit derived from the various sources minus
expenses:

Cookies, cakes, breads, candy, etc. $538.39
St. Peter craft table 97.50
Cake and pie table  58.00
Kitchen, vendor and member

donations (minus expenses
including advertising, food, 
soda, containers, etc. totaling
$290.89)      175.46
Total $869.35

Five  children participated in hunting for the
pickle on the Christmas tree decorated  with
Chrismons in the center of the hall. 
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PRAYER CORNER*

Gladys Atchison Art Campbell

Esther Campbell Ileen Castellari

Bob Cohlmeyer Luke Hammond

Paul Kluthe Dorothy Murray

Nellie Schlau Betty Telford

Curtis White

*In accordance with HIPPA (It’s real name is
Heath Insurance Portability Privacy Act.)
requirements, the persons on the St. Peter prayer list
have requested, or given permission, for their names
to be included and published in the prayer list. 
Names will appear for 30 days unless the individuals
or their immediate family request that they be
maintained on the prayer list for another thirty days.

OUR SERVICEMEN

Corey Schlau Nathan Storck

IN CARE CENTERS

Marjorie Nehrt

PLEASE HELP US UPDATE

If you know of someone who needs to be added 
or  taken off, please contact the church secretary,
Judy Reichenbacher, at the office 532-7124, and  if 
no one is available, please leave a message.

If you would like to receive home communion or
if you would like a home visit, please call the church
office at 618-532-7124.

Remember your Church in your will.
A Gift that will last for generations

The Stewardship Team appreciates the January
“Change for Change” special offering contributors on
1/18/15 as an amount of $65.80 was collected.  Thank
you very much for helping to initiate the 2015
designated extra collection for the General Fund.

St. Peter UCC-Centralia is responsible for hosting
devotional services at Centralia Manor on Sunday
afternoons in January.  Special THANKS to the
following women who have assisted me and visited
with the residents in attendance on the first three
Sundays (an addendum  about 1/25 will be included
in March edition):

Connie Freels (1/4; 1/11; & 1/18)
Jane Edmonson (1/4; 1/11; & 1/18)
Helen Niekrenz (1/4 & 1/11)
Jeanette Storck - pianist (1/4 & 1/11)
The crowd has varied from about 25 to 35

persons.  The residents received a stress ball
(depictive of their favorite sport) anonymously from
our church  to remind  them of a “teamwork” theme
on 1/18. Several of them have expressed verbal
gratitude to us for sharing our time, Christian
messages, musical talents, and personal
conversations. They sure enjoy singing/hearing the
familiar old hymns.

Thirty different churches in the area are scheduled
to conduct worship services in the two local nursing
homes in 2015 as organized by Rev. Elaine Bush via
the Church Women United-Centralia Community.

St. Peter Church has a long history of being
faithful participants in this type of community
“outreach” at Centralia nursing homes.   Thank you
again to all of our representatives from our church
who have helped with such ministry through the
years.

Norma Borgmann, 
N.H. Worship Leader
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To Jane Edmonson’s granddaughter Ariel
Edmonson on being named to the Dean’s List for the
fall semester at Southern Illinois University at
Carbondale.

We are hoping to hear from others that have
notable accomplishments or milestone events
regardless if personally or relatives.  Just let the
church office know!

On the first of December 2010, I came to St. Peter
United Church of Christ to be an interim minister. 
Just over two years later,  when the search process
had not gone as we had all hoped, I gladly agreed to
stay on for another two years as your designated
pastor.  It’s been a wonderful four years for me; it’s
been an honor to lead worship, visit with you,
officiate at memorial services, pray with you, and
break bread with you.  And now, that contract time
has come to an end.  I feel it’s best for the church and
for me that we move on now.  I will be seeking an
interim position in another church; and I am excited
for you about the possibilities for ministry in the
future of St. Peter UCC.

And so, while our friendship remains, the
professional relationship of pastor and parishioner
must end.  I  will no longer be your pastoral advisor
or spiritual advisor.  Nor will I officiate at Sunday
services, weddings, funerals, or baptisms.  I plan to
continue to live and serve in southern Illinois, so we
may run into one another from time to time.  When
we do, we can certainly have conversations with one
another, it will be a privilege to hear about your lives,
but we will not discuss the church.

I can’t thank you enough for the healing I
received during my time here.  Your support for me

and Walt, particularly during the time of my cancer
surgery and treatment, was blessing indeed.  I will
always remember and treasure the memories of my
time at St. Peter UCC.

As Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica, “We
always give thanks to God for all of you and mention
you in our prayers, constantly remembering before
our God and Father your work of faith and labor of
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. . . . Now may the Lord of peace himself give
you peace at all times in all ways.  The Lord be with
all of you.”

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Lisa and Walt

WOMEN CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS ON
EPIPHANY (JANUARY 6)

Reporter: Norma Borgmann

Photos by: Verna Steinkamp

There were 30+ attendees 
ta

the “Women’s Christmas” on Epiphany evening,
January 6 , as hosted at our church.  Ladies fromth

Zion UCC-Central City, Redeemer Lutheran, and St.
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Peter UCC-Centralia enjoyed a delicious soup/salad
supper prepared by Rev. Pamela Smith, Rev. Pam
Mitcham, and Rev. Lisa Hart.

Then the pastors led us on a “journey” by
presenting pertinent information about this religious
special day that occurs 12 days after Christmas (Day
of the Magi’s arrival). The guests also appreciated our
beautiful sanctuary that was still decorated with our
Christmas decorations (as heard in several
compliments).  The journey concluded with an
assortment of desserts and more fellowship.

It certainly was a great evening planned by the
three pastors in our “Covenant”.  THANK YOU.

Continued from page 1

 CHRISTKINDLMARKT PROFIT RESULTS

This is a German tradition whereby the child who
locates the pickle hidden on  the tree gets an extra
present.  Russell Ruez spotted the pickle and was
awarded  a prize.  The Sentinel photographer was
present, and Russell was pictured in  the article about 
our Christkindlmarkt in the Sunday edition.

Again, thank you, thank you to all who
contributed in any manner of fashion, be it baking,
decorating, working, attending, or giving a
contribution.  All is appreciated.  Thanks to everyone.
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ST. PETER UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
318 WEST THIRD STREET
CENTRALIA IL 62801
(618) 532-7124
. . . where God is still speaking,
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Congregational Meeting Moved to February 1

Please see article starting on page 1

February 18 Sponsored by the Covenant Churches of Centralia 

At 1  Christian Church (205 S. Elm) starting with a light meal at 5:00 pmst

The service then starts at 6:00 pm

Sunday Schedule: Worship 10:45 am
Email: office@stpeterucc.com

Rev. Lisa Hart, Designated Minister
Jane Brink, Newsletter Editor


