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THE COVENANT CHURCHES’

TIME TO GET YOUR RESERVATION IN
Reporter: Adapted from the Presbyterian newsletter

On August 10 ,  from  4:00-5:30 pm inth

Foundation Park at the Miner’s Shelter (last shelter
before Gragg Street) we are having a multi-church
picnic with everything provided!

Individuals  need  not bring any food, however
you may bring lawn chairs. All the food will be
provided. This includes barbecue pork, baked beans,
coleslaw, chips, cookies, brownies, watermelon, and 
iced tea! A donation basket will be available for
anyone wishing to donate with any surplus funds
going to CCBA Food Pantry.

 The evening includes the picnic and a labyrinth
talk  and  walk  with a short worship service with
Holy Communion. Pastor Pamela Smith of Zion
UCC will give us a meditation on the labyrinth, and
then we will have the opportunity to walk the
labyrinth just south of the Miner’s Shelter.

Please contact the church office to let us know
how many will be attending so that we can make sure
there is enough food.

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
Reporter: Jim White, Council President

The St. Peter UCC church council met with Rev.
Sheldon Culver, ISC Minister, on June 23 . Therd

purpose of this meeting was to discuss the many
options following Rev. Hart’s departure from St.
Peter UCC  on January 31, 2015. Everyone came
away with a positive attitude. At our recent council
meeting on July 14 , more positive ideas wereth

expressed  and shared  among the council members
on keeping our doors open and our ministry in our
community alive. We encourage everyone to keep a
positive attitude. Over our 150 year history  the
church has gone through many changes. As long as
we have a key and can turn the lights on we will be
here for our church family and to serve our
community. Hymn  # 550 reminds us all:  

“ I am the church !  You are the church !  We
are the church together !!”

 THE NEXT BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
SELECTION IS OUT  

Reporter: Pastor Lisa

The book for the discussion group this time is:
Can I Get an Amen? by Sarah Healy.  We tentatively
plan to meet on August 20 to talk about it.

REMINDER FOR ERM
Reporter: Norma Borgmann

Just a reminder that the ERM Society will be
meeting on Wednesday, September 10  for a 6:30th

p.m. potluck in which ALL ladies of our church are
cordially  invited.  Just bring your favorite food dish
as table service will be provided.  A decision will be
finalized for hosting a guest night in October or
November.  Please continue to collect Campbells’
labels and Boxtops for Education.  Give to Ruth
Carpenter to cut/trim or Norma.  They are
forwarded to Uni-Pres Kindercottage which they
appreciate.
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PRAYER CORNER*

Gladys Atchison Art Campbell

Esther Campbell DiAnn Caraker

Ileen Castellari Bob Cohlmeyer

Luke Hammond Nancy Johnston

Paul Kluthe Dorothy Murray

Nellie Schlau Don Storck

Betty Telford Gerald Wehrheim

Curtis White

*In accordance with HIPPA (It’s real name is
Heath Insurance Portability Privacy Act.)
requirements, the persons on the St. Peter prayer list
have requested, or given permission, for their names
to be included and published in the prayer list. 
Names will appear for 30 days unless the individuals
or their immediate family request that they be
maintained on the prayer list for another thirty days.

Our Servicemen

Corey Schlau Nathan Storck

In Care Centers

Marjorie Nehrt

IN SYMPATHY WE MORN

Our heartfelt sympathy goes to the Ruez family
following the death of Dennis Ruez Sr.  He was
Paul’s father and Edie’s father-in-law and
grandfather of Madie and Russell He also left other
immediate family and friends.. 

PLEASE HELP US UPDATE

If you know of someone who needs to be added  or 
taken off, please contact the church secretary, Judy
Reichenbacher, at the office 532-7124, and  if  no
one is available, please leave a message.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Giving Totals for June 22 - July 20, 2014

General Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . $  5,998.00

Parsonage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 450.00

Improvement Fund.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

Change for Change.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110.37

VBS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00

Group Workcamp.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.00

Parsonage A/C repair. . . . . . . . .         197.00

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6,875.37

GENERAL OFFERING YEAR TO DATE

(01/01/14 THROUGH 07/20/14)

Amount received $  39,905.81

(Does not include “Change for Change 2014”)

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

June  22    34

June  29    37

July    6    32

July  13    30

July  20    28

Remember your Church in your will.
A Gift that will last for generations

THANKS to ALL persons who donated to the
“Change for Change” special offering on Sunday,
July 20  as an amount of $86.31 was collected. th

Remember this focus is measured in the special
thermometer on the bulletin board and deposited into
the general fund (but listed under its unique line
item).  This type of designated monthly collection
truly does make a difference, and the Stewardship
Team greatly appreciates your support.  
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As most of you know, and as the special council
meeting minutes point out, I will be leaving St. Peter
UCC at the end of January, 2015.  I have loved my
time with you all!  But I did come as an interim and
then designated pastor for revitalization, and I feel I
will have done all I can with you.  For the church and
for me, it will be time to move on.

But let’s not start saying good-bye just yet!  We
still have 5 months, and with the help of God, there
are still great things to be accomplished.

1.  PRAYER.  One of the most powerful things
we can do is to pray for St. Peter UCC, either
individually or by joining with others at 10 am
Sunday mornings.

2.  HOLY SPIRIT.  Through prayer, God can
plant ideas, guide and lead.  We have to be ready to
follow the Holy Spirit.  Someone has called prayer
“functional atheism” if we pray, but do not trust God
to answer, or we do not follow God’s lead.

3.  INVITE!  It’s still the number one way to get
new people to visit our church services.

4.  BE ACTIVE.  The prayer and participation of
every member is vital to the health of the church.

5.  FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE.  Have faith in
God, do not give up hope for St. Peter’s future, and
most of all LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

I’m looking forward to the next 5 months.  See
you in church!

If you would like to receive home communion or if
you would like a home visit, please call the church
office at 618-532-7124.

Reporter: Norma Borgmann

Photos taken by a member of Redeemer Lutheran & sent to

Pastor Lisa Hart

The Covenant Churches  hosted the 2014
Vacation Bible School at 1  Christian (Disciples ofst

Christ) Church each evening during the week of
July 7-11  with the theme of “Weird Animals”.th

There were over 40 children participating plus a
staff of 25 teens and adults.  

Special THANKS to Edie Ruez, Madie Ruez,
and Melinda Graham for serving in leadership
positions all week.
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Rev. Lisa Hart for being the worship leader on
July 8  and also in attendance on other nights.th

St. Peter Church  was responsible for the meal and
snack on July 8 , and THANK YOU to the followingth

ladies who assisted with serving the meal of sliders,
mac/cheese, fruit, and cookies and also for creating
unique animal faces on plain sugar cookies with
icing/candies/etc. for snacks:  Nan Borgmann, Cathy
Chontofalsky, Connie Freels, Judy Reichenbacher,
Charlene Smith, Verna Steinkamp, and Norma
Borgmann. 

In addition, the following persons provided food
for the supper and snacks:  Pam Ruez (who donated
14 boxes of macaroni and cheese and a case of peanut
butter cookie mix bags (some to be prepared for a
later event at church and the Fall Festival); Nan
Borgmann, and Norma Borgmann. THANKS also
to Jane Brink, Barb Hill, and Charlene Smith for
donating money to help with the food costs.

THIS YEAR’S FALL FESTIVAL PLANNING
Reporter: Norma Borgmann,  “Sweet Shop” Chairperson 

Plans are underway for the 38  Fall Festival atth

DuBois Center on Sunday, October 5   from 11:00th

a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  A new feature this year will be the
running (and walking) of the DuBois Dash that
morning.

The  traditional crafters, food vendors,
recreational opportunities, Kids Korner, Silent
Auction, Quilt Drawing, various music ensembles,
and the autumn beauty of DuBois Center will be
included on October 5 .  The overall proceeds benefitth

the operating fund of the Center as well as educating
more people about aspects of our Illinois South
Conference’s camp and conference center.

The “Sweet Shop” (formerly known as the
Country Store)  will  also be available in the same
spot in front of Roadside Cottage.  It will be operated
by interested volunteers, hopefully from several
churches, to raise financial resources for the
Scholarship Fund which  will help future campers
who request scholarships.

In order to have tables full of food for sale; food
donations of apples, breads (sweet or yeast),
brownies, cakes, candies, cereal treats, cookies,
fudges, pies, sugar-free items,  and ETC. are being
sought  from  members and friends in the 82 churches
of Illinois South Conference. Also, persons who wish
to donate money towards the costs of bulk
ingredients, plastic bags, & paper products may give
your donation to me.

Thus, I am seeking snacks, money, and/or
volunteers to help in the “Sweet Shop”.  If able to
provide and/or work, please let me know before
October 5 .  Workers may do a 1-hour shift or moreth

hours at the Sweet Shop or elsewhere on the grounds. 
I thank you in advance.  There will also be a time on
October 3  or October 4  (morning) to bag the bulkrd th

snacks at St. Peter Church—time and date to be
announced later after knowing more people’s
available schedules.
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NEW SUPPORT ORGANIZATION AT
DUBOIS

Reporter: Norma Borgmann

DuBois Center’s Auxiliary-Boosters, which
includes the following St. Peter members —Jane
Brink, Edna Caraker, Ruth Carpenter, Connie
Freels, Verna Steinkamp, Jeanette Storck, and
Norma Borgmann— will serve as the foundation for
a new type of support organization to promote
DuBois Center in the near future.  The current
members have been notified of the decision from the
re-structure committee.

This encouraging news supplants the original
consideration that possibly there would not be any
support organization for DuBois Center.  The new
group, which is to be officially named later,
WELCOMES anyone who has a passion for DuBois
Center. There will be more emphasis on volunteerism
(as most positions at DuBois Center are now at part-
time status for cost-saving purposes and thus
dependent upon more volunteers) rather than fund-
raising and membership dues.  Naturally, any
financial donations are always accepted to increase
the treasury for DuBois Center improvements and the
Scholarship Fund (for future campers/retreaters).  
Leadership for the new support group is now being
sought.  For more details, please talk to Norma
Borgmann.

ADDITIONAL REMINDERS
Reporter: Norma Borgmann

There is a multi-colored box on the library table
in the narthex for deposit of loose change to support
the Least Coin Offering as sponsored by the Church
Women United—Centralia community.  Local monies
are annually given to the national headquarters for
disbursements to specific grant applicants in most
continents.  This past year our church had collected
$25.00 for such cause at the May’s dedication.

Just in case you didn’t know, the Salvation Army
is looking for empty bottles with caps of laundry
detergent (40 to 62.5 fl. oz size).  There is a generous
lady in Centralia who makes homemade soap and
donates BATCHES weekly to those who are in
need—however,  recycled bottles  are needed  for her
to hold such essential and handed out to qualified

families.  Thus, I am willing to collect bottles for
them after personally seeing her trunkful of filled
bottles around Easter when depositing Easter basket
items off at the building.  That was quite an
impression! 

BLANKETS OF LOVE AT ST. PETE
Reporter: Delane Richardson

Photos: Jane Brink

A special “Thank You” to St. Peter’s church for
offering this wonderful basement room for us to
sew blankets for those less fortunate and store our
many supplies.

Blankets of Love began  meeting at St. Peter’s
May 18, of 2011.  As of July 1, of this year  we have
made and given over 1,345 blankets to various
schools, organizations, nursing homes, or anywhere a
warm blanket  was  needed.  St. Mary’s Hospital 
receives 15 to 25 or more each month, to be used for
the nursery, pediatric, surgery, ER or where needed,
as well as crocheted bonnets and hats for premies, and
many crocheted afghans for nursing homes.

Many of our ladies make blankets at home and the
beautiful tops they bring are lined with batting and
coordinating backing, pinned together, sewed around,
trimmed, pins removed, turned, sewed around again
and tacked with matching yarn or embroidery floss..

We have received many donations of the yarn,
floss and cotton or cotton-blend fabric and never turn
any down.  Our largest expense is for the batting we
order from Batesville, Ark. at  two rolls for $108
every  three to five weeks.  

We have received  monetary donations as a
memorial or Christmas donations, or just to help this
project, (we don’t turn those down either).

Keeping our machines in working order is a
constant need which Mr. Don McCrory does for us,
only charging for any broken parts that have to be
ordered. We are grateful for this Christian 
gentleman’s contribution to this all volunteer work.

Only four of us live in Centralia, all others drive
from surrounding towns.  What a dedicated group of
ladies!!!!  

Thank you again for helping  further the Lord’s
work. 

Blankets of Love,
Linda Boyajian, Rose Beasley ,Carol Conrad,

Arlene Coers, Martha Evischi, Betty Grawe, Rhea
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Hoover, Carol Murray, Amelia Merklebach,
Loriane Knottmeyer,  Carol Petermeyer, Doris
Reynolds, Peggy Stephens, Dorothy Schaubert,
Mary Schnackie, Peggy Stephens, Norma Tucker,
Barb Thurman, Jane Brink, Delane Richardson.

Here are some photos of the process taken back
on March 6, 2012.

Overview  from east stairway

Overview  from west stairway

Layered  with batting and cut

Did you notice the large roll of batting that is under
the table and then pulled across? I am not sure that is
a full  roll but at one meeting  we had  just gotten
more and I was on the way down in the elevator with
other supplies  when one of the gals gave a new  roll
a push for it to bound down the east stairway just as
I came out of  the elevator.  Imagine how startled I
was not knowing it was coming. Another interesting
thing about  the size of  these rolls of batting we use
is that at one point one of the bags they come in was
then used to cover the Christmas Tree  that is stored
in the basement.

Trimming extra after first stitching then turning

Notice the white pipes under the tables in these last
two photos?  That is  PVC  pipe that  was cut to the
length  that  would  raise  the tables  up to a more
comfortable  working height. The table legs are just
set in the pipes  when it is desired to have the tables
higher. The church  is  welcome to use  the Blankets
of  Love  pipes  for other events (just make sure we
get them back).
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ST. PETER UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
318 WEST THIRD STREET
CENTRALIA IL 62801
(618) 532-7124
. . . where God is still speaking,
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SPONSORED BY THE COVENANT CHURCHES OF CENTRALIA
AT

FOUNDATION PARK MINER’S SHELTER (LAST SHELTER BEFORE GRAGG ST.)
FROM 4:00 - 5:30pm ON AUGUST 10, 2014

ALL FOOD WILL BE PROVIDED (JUST LET US KNOW SO WE HAVE ENOUGH)
 YOU MAY WANT YOUR LAWN CHAIR!

PROGRAM INCLUDES COMMUNION, SHORT MEDITATION ON THE LABYRINTH & 
A CHANCE TO WALK THE LABYRINTH

Sunday Schedule: Worship 10:45 am
Email: office@stpeterucc.com

Rev. Lisa Hart, Designated Minister
Jane Brink, Newsletter Editor


